
 

 
First Vice-Chair: 

Laurie Slade Funderburk 

 
Katherine E. (Katie) Arrington 

William K. (Bill) Bowers 

Neal A. Collins 

MaryGail K. Douglas 

William M. (Bill) Hixon 

Jeffrey E. (Jeff) Johnson 

Robert L. Ridgeway, III 

Bill Taylor 

John Taliaferro (Jay) West, IV 

 

 

Jennifer L. Dobson  

Research Director 

 

Cathy A. Greer 

Administration Coordinator 

Chair Wm. Weston J. Newton 

 

Legislative Oversight Committee 

 

 

 

 

 

South Carolina House of Representatives 

 

Post Office Box 11867 

Columbia, South Carolina 29211 

Telephone: (803) 212-6810 • Fax: (803) 212-6811 

Room 228 Blatt Building 

 

 

 

 
Bruce W. Bannister 

Gary E. Clary 

Chandra E. Dillard 

Phyllis J. Henderson 

Joseph H. Jefferson, Jr. 

Mandy Powers Norrell 

Tommy M. Stringer 

Edward R. Tallon, Sr. 

Robert Q. Williams 

 

 

 

Charles L. Appleby, IV 

Legal Counsel 

 

Carmen J. McCutcheon Simon 

Research Analyst/Auditor 

 

Kendra H. Wilkerson 

Fiscal/Research Analyst 
 

 
 

 

July 17, 2018 

 

Via Hand-Delivery 

 

The Honorable Henry D. McMaster 

Office of the Governor 

1205 Pendleton Street 

Columbia, South Carolina 29201  

 

Dear Governor McMaster: 

 

The House Legislative Oversight Committee recently concluded its study of the Commission for Minority Affairs 

(CMA), which is enclosed for your review. As a result of the 429-day investigation, we respectfully recommend you 

consider replacing the members of the agency’s governing board.  

 

While we believe CMA’s mission remains of critical importance to this state, the Committee has no confidence that the 

agency is efficiently or effectively fulfilling it. CMA is failing to accomplish some of its statutory duties while working 

on initiatives that do not support its core function of policy research and support for the statewide minority community. 

Furthermore, significant divisions among board members were evident during the legislative oversight investigation.  

 

As the board members bear the ultimate responsibility for setting the course of the agency and choosing an executive 

director who can effectively lead the staff in their daily activities, we believe a change in leadership is warranted.   

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

Wm. Weston J. Newton 

 

Enclosure 

 

cc: House Legislative Oversight Committee  


